Amur Honeysuckle Control

Keep in mind that honeysuckle will be easier to control the sooner you get started because it grows exponentially once it starts to produce seed throughout the woods.  The reason honeysuckle is such a problem links mainly to its incredible tolerance of shade.  Cutting alone will not do the job as sprouts will return rapidly.  The best control strategy usually will utilize a number of tactics including 1) cutting and treating with herbicide 2)Pulling - uprooting small bushes and 3) targeted & well timed foliar applications of herbicide (glyphosate - the active ingredient in roundup.).   

 

A combination of these three tactics will likely yield the best control.  Your plan can be personalized depending on the amount of time/money you have to devote to this project and your tolerance for different chemicals.

 

Cut and treat is effective – Landowners have reported success using Tordon (also sold under the name Pathway), Garlon4 works well, as does a 20% solution of glyphosate (ie roundup).  To be effective the herbicide must be applied to a fresh clean cut and get good coverage of the outer edge of the cut surface – the herbicide is absorbed by the phloem and translocated to the roots.  This method can be applied year round, however, the best translocation seems to occur in July – November.  You can still get good kill with tordon and garlon in December to February but when its really cold glyphosate cut-surface applications may not be as effective. I am most fond of cut and treat applications being done in late summer July & August because you can greatly reduce seed production on the site – kill it before it fully develops a heavy seed crop.  The question is what is your tolerance for herbicide use?  Tordon RTU or Pathway (RTU = ready to use) is easy (no mixing), available, and will do a good job on honeysuckle and grapevines, but it is also regarded as a bit “harsher”, as it has some residual soil activity and movement, and its not recommended for use around certain types of trees like spruce, magnolias, or yellow-poplar.  Garlon4 is generally regarded as a bit safer but again has some residual properties and a somewhat more "complicated" label. A 20% solution of Glyphosate works – I have had good success when done in late summer, fall, and early winter with only a few re-sprouts. However resprouts will be weakened and follow-up application by spraying the foliage at 1.5% glyphosate will take care of them.  Glyphosate doesn’t move from the target roots or reside in the soil (it neutralizes in soil) and is generally regarded as safer. I do recommend Tordon or Pathway in some situations – but if the honeysuckle is lighter and scattered, or the site is diverse with a lot of wildflowers, or the landowner is leery of herbicides I usually suggest glyphosate.  The bottomline is to read the labels and choose the weapon you’re most comfortable with.

 

Pulling works for waist height and shorter bushes.  You can get more than 90% of the root out if you grip it well at the base.  On some soils it may even work for 5-6’ tall bushes.  They actually make a tool for extracting larger bushes -- it is bulky and can do a lot of soil disturbance but might be ideal for some situations.  One hint here is to not lay the plant back down on the ground especially during the growing season as it has a tendency to re-root.  Pile or remove dead bushes or prop or hang them up on logs or tree crotches so they aren’t in contact with the soil and will dry out.

 

Foliar applications of glyphosate (1.5%-2% max) work great in certain situations. You can spray and kill a honeysuckle bush just like you do weeds around the house.  Small seedling origin honeysuckles can be killed with roundup any time they have green leaves and the afternoon air temperature exceeds 60 degrees.  Large bushes and sprouts are best killed July-November – mid-day to afternoon – 65+ degrees and sunny.  You could use a pump garden or backpack sprayer or even a larger tank pulled by a tractor or an ATV. For good kill you need to reach the entire leaf surface of the bush. There is a window of golden opportunity from mid October through mid November.  Amur honeysuckle often still has a few green leaves even into early December. From about October 15 to mid-November when honeysuckle is still green and active it is still susceptible to foliar application of glyphosate. At the same time most all of other non-target tree seedlings, shrubs, plants, and wildflowers are dormant and won’t be harmed.  They key is that to be effective you need a warm sunny day.  Sometimes you will be surprised at the different seedlings and plants that are buried in the honeysuckle and this is a way to spray the honeysuckle without killing non-target species.  This method works great for spraying back edges and fencerows or along paths.  These areas also tend to be the heavy seed producers too (due to edge sunlight) so killing the honeysuckle there is a high priority.  

 

There is no full proof way to easily get rid of Amur honeysuckle but the best plans utilize all three methods discussed. Whether you spray, cut & treat, or pull --- follow-up and monitoring is essential.  Seed banked in the soil will continue to germinate for a couple years so it is important to follow-up and spray or pull small seedlings a couple years after initial control.  The good news is that once it is ridded from your property your main strategy will be to keep it from producing seed in your woods.  Monitoring and follow-up treatment every five years should keep it under control. 

 

You should note that there are several brands of glyphosate sold in different concentrations. Roundup is just the common name brand out there.  When comparing prices check the concentration – some is sold at 53% glyphosate, 41%, others 19.8% - you are going to mix it at 20% for cut surface or 1.5%-2% spray so a quart of 41% will go twice as far as the 19.8%.

One last note of caution… herbicides are always changing and it is very important before using any herbicide that you carefully read and follow the label to be sure it is utilized correctly and legally.  Remember that “more” is not necessarily better when it comes to herbicide application.  Also if you hire or contract someone to do any work on your property requiring the use of herbicides be sure that that company or individual is a licensed pesticide applicator.   
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